
1.2 
History of the Melbourne 
Biomedical Precinct

The Melbourne 
Biomedical Precinct has a 
rich history over 160 years. **Over time, many of the names of Melbourne Biomedical Precinct institutions  

have changed. This timeline uses the current institutional names for reference.

The Royal 
Melbourne 
(RMH) 
Hospital 

1848

The  
University  
of Melbourne

1853

The Royal 
Women’s 
Hospital 

1856

The Women’s  
is the first 
Australian 
hospital to 
commence 
training of  
nurses and 
midwives

1859

The Royal  
Victorian  
Eye and Ear 
Hospital

1863

The Royal  
Children’s 
Hospital 
(RCH) 

1870

Monash  
University 
Faculty of 
Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

1881

The Royal 
Dental  
Hospital 
Melbourne 

1890

St Vincent’s 
Hospital 
Melbourne

1893

Walter and 
Eliza Hall 
(WEHI) 
Institute

1915

Baker  
Heart and 
Diabetes 
Institute

1926

Following 
collaboration with 
WEHI, CSL releases an 
anti-venom against 
the deadly tiger 
snake. Subsequently, 
anti-venoms for 
Australia’s most  
venomous creatures 
are developed

1930

RCH’s Dr John 
Colebatch  
conducts the 
world’s first 
controlled  
trial of 
chemotherapy 
used on  
leukaemia  
patients

1948

The world’s  
first cochlear 
implant is 
carried out  
by Professor 
Graeme Clark  
at the Eye and 
Ear Hospital

1978

Research at  
WEHI, RMH and 
Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre 
discovered a 
protein that 
helps cancer 
cells survive 
indefinitely, 
leading to the 
development  
of Venetoclax

1998

St Vincent’s 
Director of 
Orthopaedics, 
Professor Peter 
Choong, utilises  
3D printing 
technology in  
a world first to  
build a heel bone 
for a Victorian  
man whose 
original bone  
had been taken 
over by cancer

2014

A new approach 
to stroke 
management  
led by RMH 
researchers, using 
Endovascular  
Clot Retrieval, 
significantly 
improves 
outcomes for 
survivors. These 
findings changed 
international 
practice for stroke 
management 
worldwide

2015

The University  
of Melbourne 
develops the 
Stentrode giving 
people with 
spinal cord 
injuries new 
hope to  
walk again

2016

AGRF’s  
NovaSeq 6000 
sequencing 
hardware is 
operational in 
Australia, opening 
the door to more 
comprehensive 
genome studies

2017

Baker Institute 
scientists provide 
evidence  
of the two types  
of diabetes – a step 
that changed the 
concepts, research 
and treatment  
of diabetes

1940

Commonwealth 
Serum 
Laboratories 
(CSL) 

CSIRO

1916

World Health 
Organisation 
designated CSL 
as an Influenza 
Reference 
Laboratory

1941

RMH moves  
to its current 
location on 
Grattan Street

1944

Peter 
MacCallum 
Cancer 
Centre

1949

St Vincent’s 
Institute  
of Medical 
Research

1951

Australia’s 
first ICU is 
opened at  
St Vincent’s 
Hospital

1961

Frances  
Perry 
House

1970

The Florey 
Institute of 
Neuroscience 
and Mental 
Health

1971

National 
Ageing 
Research 
Institute

1975

RMH performs 
the first 
implantable 
cardioverter 
defibrillator 
operation in 
the southern 
hemisphere

1980

Bionics 
Institute

Orygen,  
The National 
Centre for 
Excellence  
in Youth  
Mental Health

1984

Murdoch 
Children’s 
Research 
Institute

1986

Melbourne  
Private 
Hospital

1995

Australian 
Genome 
Research 
Facility  
(AGRF)  

1997

Biomedical 
Research 
Victoria

2001

Bio21  
Molecular 
Science and 
Biotechnology 
Institute 

2002

BioGrid

2003

Melbourne 
Bioinformatics 

Victorian 
Comprehensive 
Cancer  
Centre (VCCC) 
alliance 
established 

2009

Melbourne 
Brain Centre

2011

The  
Doherty 
Institute  
of Infection 
and 
Immunity

2014

Victorian 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Centre 
(VCCC) facility 
opens

2016

Dental 
Health 
Services 
Victoria

Centre for  
Eye Research 
Australia

1996

James 
Watson and 
Francis Crick 
describe  
the structure  
of DNA

1953

Salk vaccine 
for polio 
becomes 
available  
in Australia

1954

Professor Howard 
Florey shares the 
Nobel Prize with  
Sir Ernst Boris 
Chain and Sir 
Alexander Fleming 
for his role  
in the making  
of penicillin

1945

Louis Pasteur 
propounds  
the germ theory 
of disease, 
disproving  
the view that 
infection was 
spontaneous

1877

Precinct Partner 
establishment or opening Context Precinct highlight

Nobel Prize  
awarded to  
Peter Doherty  
and Rolf 
Zinkernagel  
for their discoveries 
concerning the 
specificity of the 
cell mediated  
immune defence

1996


